


About myself

• Been a coach for over 25+ years at 
multiple different levels

• Been involved in NH Soccer for 
over 15 years.

• LOC member for 14 years



Governance

League Director

League Operating Committee

Competition / Placement Committee and Appeals

Disciplinary Committee



Rules

Familiarize your club, 
teams,  coaches, and 
families

Ignorance of the rules 
is not a defense for 
non-compliance

Make best efforts 
made to be consistent 
and fair

Suggestions for 
changes

https://soccernh.com/nh-soccer-league/rules-policies/
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NHSL FALL 2026 
Important dates

• 8/25 – Schedules back from 
Location Managers

• 8/29 – Schedules are sent 
off to Referee assigner and 
schedule is final.

• 9/7 – Rosters are due to the 
State

• 9/12 – Opening Weekend
• 9/29 - Roster Freeze
• 11/6 – 11/8 - Playoffs





• Don’t wait to the last minute as 
processing takes time.

• Know the League rules – ignorance of 
them is not a defense if an issue is raised.  
They are available on the website – if you 
have a question, please ask.

• Wednesdays are weekly submission 
deadlines

• Roster freeze date is September 29th
• You DO NOT need player cards for Fall 

2026
• DO need to bring 2 copies with current 

photos and numbers to games (1 for 
referee and 1 for opponent) – these should 
be color. 

Rosters



Rosters

Missing Photos



Rosters



Rosters



Rosters



Scheduling

• Schedule games in sets.  Try not to 
schedule games with gaps in them or 
there could be coverage issues.

• Game Change Forms 
• Changes – Contact opponent and 

coordinate – cc Director if an issue or 
dispute, not general requests unless it 
is time sensitive

• Weather: New Google Form embedded 
on the website – plus communicate 
with opponent – check it if weather may 
be issue. 



Weather

• Weather:   Website has a 
form and sheet to check
• Post to website
• Call opponent, text 

opponent, and email 
them and league 
director

• If things are up in the air 
communicate early and 
often and put player 
safety at the forefront.

• Notify players



Coaches

• Coach cards / Lanyards /  Visibility = 
strict enforcement

• Coach behavior – Respect for 
referees, players, other coaches, and 
yourself – be a role model!
• Players are always watching and look 

up to you
• Stay off the field

• Licensure Required appropriate to 
the level of play



GOAL 
DIFFERENTIAL

• THIS WILL BE  M ONITOR ED  

• SP ORTSM ANSHIP  -  BE  M INDF UL OF  
THE  OTHER  TE AM

• ARE AS TO LOO K AT IF  GAME  IS  
GETTING O UT OF  HAND

• RE DUC E  YO UR PL AYE RS  ON T HE 
F IELD.  TAK E OF F YO UR BE TTE R 
P LAYE R S

• IMP OS E  TOU CH R E STR ICTIO NS

• F OCUS  ON PO SS ES SION

• E MP HASIZE  D E FE NSIVE  
RE SP ONS IBILIT IE S

• LIMIT  YOUR  S CORING  ME T HODS

•  



Other topics
• All scores for every age group 

must be added within 48 
hours of each game.

• Feedback forms are required 
when submitting scores.  This 
allows us to see how games 
are going and try to address 
any issues ahead of time.

• Build out Line for U10 and 
under is midfield line.



Shawn Coventry
Director of Assigning Operations

shawn@matchday-og.com
603-339-2059

Kyle Averill
Deputy Director of Assigning Operations

kyle@matchday-og.com
603-686-9218

NHSL Assignors

https://matchday-og.com/nhsl-club-team-resources 
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Referees

• Most Importantly – there needs to be respect 
towards referees – be a role model for the kids!

• NHSL needs to increase the accountability - from 
everyone from the referees (rules enforcement),  
clubs, teams, and especially from coaches and 
spectators.

• Better Game Reports when incidents occur.   This 
goes for referees and clubs.

• Feedback form for data collection and future 
assignments

• Notify the director if not a full referee squad or of 
issues and even good performances.

• You will not teach a referee or change their mind in 
a match – DO NOT ARGUE or be abusive or 
sanctions will occur – New Referee Abuse Policy







Laws of the Game Update

Mark Sadler, NH SRA



Wasted Time – Key Change







https://www.ussoccer.com/laws-of-the-game-

changes

nhreferee.org/resources

If interested in seeing full 
explanation:
https://www.ussoccer.com/laws-of-the-game-
changes
Gives more information on rationale for 
changes

NH State Referee Program 
looking for help
Game videos to help train referees
Link to submit videos –
nhreferee.org/resources
Full games, short clip…looking for good action

https://www.ussoccer.com/laws-of-the-game-changes
https://www.ussoccer.com/laws-of-the-game-changes
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXhd7M91dOFrmuZ7rzwmfMR5ZuDs1PsG7ECWLGnNLz2HMAHg/viewform




OPEN FORUM  /  QUESTIONS? 
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